Lake Operations Up-date, June 9, 2010
The plants we are seeing on the surface at this time are mostly curly-leaf pondweed with some milfoil mixed in. Curley leaf is a non-native that has been in the lake for over forty years. It is normally seen in the early spring, but declines as the water warms up. This year it has stayed later and has grown heavier than anyone can remember. We are not sure of the cause but suspect it may have to do with the increase in water clarity due to the zebra mussel infestation. We have started harvesting operations for both the curly leaf and the milfoil. In some of the shallow areas we may cut some cruising lanes out into the lake as allowed by our permit, but will concentrate in the pier areas first.
In many of the areas we are also seeing an increase in the native plants. We are not allowed to cut the native plants as aggressively as the non-natives.

Because of the large amount of curly-leaf that is dieing off and the heavy boat traffic with the warm weather, we have seen an increase in floating plant material. We are making every attempt to get our shore crews to all areas once a week, but we must concentrate in the worst areas so that when the wind shifts the material does not end up floating around the lake. We check the lake almost every day and the on-lake supervisor along with the superintendent make the decision where to work. We ask for your patience. 

For those of you that may not be aware, we are doing pile pick-up around the entire lake with our transports on Mondays and Fridays. We appreciate the help from residents that are cleaning their own areas.

Many residents have called regarding the increase in dead carp that are floating into shore. According to the DNR some of them may be due to a virus that affects them during spawning and we suspect that a large number are ones that got away after being shot with arrows. There are guides that are offering their services to take people out at night and shoot them as well as local bow fishermen. What they are doing is legal, but unfortunately some of the carp get away only to die of their injuries later. Our shore crews have picked up hundreds of them in the last two weeks.
