              LAKE PEWAUKEE WETLAND CONSERVANCY PROGRAM
In 1990, under the direction of our citizen advisory committee, the Lake  

Pewaukee  Sanitary  District began a program to protect remaining wetlands in the lake drainage basin.  The Committee understood that without these sensitive buffer areas the long  term water quality of our lake was in jeopardy.  Although some areas were under conservancy zoning it was felt to be inadequate for the long term protection that was required.  Ownership was the only way to insure permanent conservancy.

With maps provided by the Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission, we 

identified 350 acres of the most critical  wetlands for purchase by the District .  This first year, with money from donations and the district tax levy, we purchased 72 acres.  We also received a donation of 8 acres that year.

Currently the District owns 290 acres of wetland.  This was accomplished with 15 separate purchases and two donations.  The parcels range in size from 3 to 34 acres and the average cost was slightly over $1000 per acre.  Most of the land was zoned waste or agricultural, although three parcels did contain potential building sites.  The type of land ranges from upland to bog.

Among our success stories are:

(Please see Wetland Map for location)

Taylors Bay - 46 acres with 800 feet of lake frontage.  Ranges from bog, to deep and shallow marsh, to sedge meadow.  Plants include Cat-tail, Bur-reed, Sedges, Skunk cabbage, Grass of Parnassus, Nodding Ladies’-Tresses, Fringed gentian, Pitcher-plant.

Coco Creek - 75 acres in 2 main locations along spring fed steam.  Ranges from shallow marsh, to sedge meadow and shrub carr.  Plants include Bur-reed, Prairie cord grass, Boneset, Sneezeweed, Joe-pye weed, Closed gentian.  Very high water quality.

Meadowbrook - 38 acres along state bike trail.  Ranges from shallow marsh, 

to fresh meadow, to low prairie.  Plants include Sedges, Asters, Blue flag, 

Swamp thistle, Prairie dock, Culvers root, and Small White Lady’s-Slipper. 

Important northern pike spawning area.

Cull Land -75 acres of prior converted farmland.  The acquisition of this area, 

on the upper reaches of Coco Creek, was a joint effort with the District, the land Developer and the Department of Transportation.  The DOT began a wetland  

restoration  project on 34 acres of this parcel in the year 2000.

