LAKE PEWAUKEE SANITARY DISTRICT NEWS                                                             APRIL 2007
JUST A REMINDER – As noted in the January news letter the new quarterly sewer charge is now $85.00 per residential unit.
WE DON’T DO GARBAGE. Although it sounds like something we would do, and actually was years ago, the District got out of contracting for garbage collection in the early 90’s. The contracts are now handled by the Town of Delafield or the City of Pewaukee. Both use Veolia as their contractor. The Veolia phone number is (262) 367- 6040. The phone number for household hazardous waste information is (262) 896-8341.
FIND US ON THE WEB - The district is in the process of developing a web site that should be up and running by the middle of April. Our goal for this site is to provide a quick reference for information on what operations the District performs, important contact information, meeting information as well as seasonal information on lake management issues. We will also be adding detailed information on our sewer service, wetland conservancy and education programs. Links will be provided to the various agencies we work with such as DNR, Regional Planning commission and University Extension.

As the site develops we would ask for your input as to the content and what we can do to improve it. The address will be www. lakepewaukeesd.org.

LAKE EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES – The District still has a few openings in our lake operations for temporary summer employment. These jobs are typically from mid May to the end of August. Applicants must be at least 18 years of age.
We also have a need for some permanent part-time seasonal employees for the lake operations. These jobs would typically run from early May until the end of October. The total number of days per week is flexible, but because of the nature of the job, we cannot offer partial days. Since these jobs are considered part time there are no benefits.
LOST BUT NOT FOUND- Last fall the District became the proud new owner of a swimming raft. In one of our larger storms it came to us from the west and ended where we keep the harvesters. It is approximately 8 x 12 feet, supported by blue plastic barrels and has a ladder on one end with a lawn chair hanging on it. If you are the owner, or know the owner, we would be most appreciative if you would call the office to claim it. If no one comes forward by the first week in May it will be committed to the dumpster.     
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – The District has two different opportunities for area residents to take an active role in maintaining the water quality of our lake. 
The fist program is called “Clean Boats, Clean Waters”. As many of you know, our lake is the home to several different invasive aquatic species. Milfoil and zebra mussels are the two best known. Research has shown that these species are most frequently spread from lake to lake as hitch-hikers on boats and trailers. The object of this program is to help educate the boating public about the issue and to show them what to look for as they trailer their boat from lake to lake. Our goal is to keep new invasives out of our lake and to prevent the spread of the ones we have to that uninfected lake up north.
Volunteers for this program will be trained to identify aquatic invasive species and shown how to find them on boats and trailers. After public relations training and being certified, volunteers will go as teams to various boat launches and educate the public about this critical issue.    
The training for this program is scheduled to be held in Pewaukee on May 5th, from 12 to 3PM. The District will pay for the training and the required tool kit for participants. For more information please call the office at 691-4485.

The second program is the Self-Help Lake Monitoring Network. After training in this program you will be collecting data on the water quality of our lake. Self-Help monitors work at several different levels depending on the time commitment and your comfort level with different tests. You may choose to do a 
simple Secchi Disc test (water clarity) and temperature, or to be trained for chemical sampling and aquatic plant identification. This additional data at all levels will help with a better understanding of our lake.
The training for the Self-Help monitoring has not been scheduled at this time. The District will pay for all the participants training and materials required. For more information please call the office at 691-4485.

SPRING RAINS AND RUN-OFF (The following is a reprint of an article from several years ago. It is still pertinent for new homeowners and as a reminder for those of us that have been here awhile. )
All the people that live in the Sanitary District are in the Pewaukee Lake watershed. This means that any surface water runoff from your yard will eventually end up in the lake. With that water comes anything it can carry such as sediment, herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers, pet waste and other pollutants. This type of pollution is known as non-point source. It is difficult to locate exactly where it is coming from. Point source is pollution coming from a single source such as a discharge from a factory or sewage treatment plant. In Wisconsin we have done a good job of cleaning up the point source problems but now we must put all our effort into the non-point issue.

What do these pollutants do? Sediment from construction sites and other sources fills ditches, stream channels and eventually it ends up in the lake. It can be a major factor in the decline in oxygen levels. Herbicides and pesticides may kill the target species when applied to a lawn but when they run into our wetlands and lakes can kill beneficial plants and animals. Fertilizers in the lake do the same thing they do on your lawn, they make things grow. Algae, and plants like Eurasian water milfoil, grow extremely well when given this type of fertilizer. Pet waste is particularly nasty. Not only do the nutrients in the waste encourage weed and algae growth but some of the bacteria and parasites can cause diseases in humans. Leaves and grass clippings decay and contribute to declines in oxygen levels and increased nutrient loading.

So what can the average person do to fight non-point pollution? First you need to recognize that what you do on your property can have an impact on the water quality in the lake. Storm sewers, roadside ditches, and storm water ponds will carry what runs off your yard to the lake. Second, look for ways to minimize the runoff of pollutants. Some of those ways are:

· Do not use storm sewers or ditches for the disposal of grass clippings, leaves, motor oil, antifreeze, paints, solvents or other materials.
· Use lawn fertilizers and pesticides sparingly and only according to directions. Check the weather and do not apply when an impending rainstorm may wash it away. Use a no-phosphorous fertilizer as required by local ordinance.  Sweep fertilizers off of hard surfaces such as sidewalks and lawns so it is not washed away in the next rainstorm.

· Dispose of pet wastes by flushing them down the toilet or by burial. To prevent plumbing problems cat feces may be scooped out and flushed but the litter should be disposed of in the trash.

· When grading large areas be sure silt fence is used and properly installed. Seed and mulch or sod disturbed areas as quickly as possible.

